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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PEPRUSEGIS 

SUBJECT: AHRAM THINK PIECE ON U.S. PRESSURE ON ISRAEL 

SUMMARY: APRIL 7 AHRAM HAS LONG ARTICLE FROM 
AHRAM POLITICAL AND STRATEGIC STUDIES CENTER ENTITLED 
"U.S. PRESSURE ON ISRAEL, ITS LIMITS AND OBJECTIVES." 

ARTICLE EXPLAINS U.S. SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL BY U.S. 

CONCEPTION THAT THIS SERVES AMERICAN INTERESTS. IT 
CONCLUDES U.S. PRESSURES ISRAEL ONLY WHEN CONSIDERATION 
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OF U.S. INTERESTS AS WHOLE COMPEL U.S. TO DO SO AND 
WHEN ISRAELI BEHAVIOR AT "EXTREME END." ANALYST RE- 
MINDS HIS READERS THAT U.S. PRESSURE ON ISRAEL ALWAYS 
ACCOMPANIED BY RENEWED U.S. COMMITMENT OF SUPPORT. 

HE SAYS U.S. NOW PUTTING SOME LIGHT FORM OF PRESSURE 
ON ISRAEL AND CONCLUDES THAT IF PRESSURE INCREASES, 

U.S. COMMITMENT TO ISRAEL WILL ALSO INCREASE, PERHAPS 
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EVEN RESULTING IN U.S.-ISRAELI DEFENSE TREATY IN RETURN 
FOR COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT. AUTHOR ASKS IN CONCLUSION 
WHETHER "ARAB SIDE READY FOR THIS?" END SUMMARY. 

1 . U.S. SUPPORT OF ISRAEL. AHRAM ARTICLE, WRITTEN 

BY OSMAN EL GAZALI HARB FROM POLITICAL AND STRATEGIC 
STUDIES CENTER, ENTITLED "U.S. PRESSURE ON ISRAEL, ITS 
LIMITS AND AIMS". HARB BEGINS BY NOTING THAT GETTING 
U.S. TO PRESSURE ISRAEL IS GOAL OF ARAB DIPLOMACY AND 
BY ASKING WHETHER U.S. WILLING EXERT SUCH PRESSURE. 

HARB TRIES ANSWER QUESTION BY ANALYZING WHY U.S. SUPPORTS 
ISRAEL IN THE FIRST PLACE, REJECTING THEORIES EXPLAINING 
THIS RESULT ZIONIST PRESSURE OR MORAL COMMITMENT. 
CONCLUDES U.S. SUPPORTS ISRAEL BECAUSE IT BELIEVES 
SUPPORT PROMOTES U.S. INTERESTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

HARB ARGUES IF SUPPORT TO BE DIMINISHED. AND IF U.S. 

TO PRESSURE ISRAEL, IT WILL BE BECAUSE U.S. HAS CON- 
CLUDED THAT AIDING ISRAEL NO LONGER SAFEGUARDS U.S. 
INTERESTS. 

2. U.S. PRESSURE. HARB CONSIDERS PAST CASES IN WHICH 
U.S. HAS PRESSURED ISRAEL, CITING 1956 SUEZ CRISIS 
AND OCTOBER 1973 WAR. HARB CONCLUDES U.S. EXERTS 
PRESSURE ON ISRAEL ONLY IN RESPONSE TO A CHALLENGE, 
ESPECIALLY FROM THE SOVIET UNION, TO OVERALL U.S. 

INTERESTS. FURTHERMORE, PRESSURE COMES "AT THE LAST 
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MOMENT AFTER ISRAEL S BEHAVIOR REACHES THE EXTREME END." 
THIRDLY, AMERICAN PRESSURE ALWAYS ACCOMPANIED BY STRONG 
RENEWAL OF U.S. SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL, BOTH TANGIBLE AND 
MORAL. 

3. PROSPECTS. IN LIGHT OF THESE CONCLUSIONS. HARB 
SEES CURRENT MOVES BY U.S. AS "THIRD EXPERIMENT" 

BUT, SO FAR, PRESSURE HAS TAKEN "EXTREMELY FLIMSY FORM," 
CONFINED TO THE DIPLOMATIC FIELD AND TO "MORAL REPROACH." 
ONE FORM OF PRESENT PRESSURE CITED IS LINKING ARMS FOR 
ISRAEL, EGYPT, AND SAUDI ARABIA. DEAL IS "UNPRECEDENTED” 
AND "ONE IMPORTANT FORM OF PRESSURE". HE CONCLUDES 
PRESENT PRESSURE REFLECTS THE CLASSICAL PATTERN: U.S. 
INTERESTED IN LARGER INTERESTS, SAFEGUARDING PRESTIGE 
RESULTING FROM DEEP INVOLVEMENT IN AREA DEVELOPMENTS 
AND WARD OFF CONSEQUENCES OF FAILURE FOR PEACE EFFORT. 
MOREOVER. PRESSURE CAME ONLY AFTER ISRAEL FORCED "TO 
REVEAL HER GREEDY AMBITIONS" ON THE SINAI, WEST BANK, 
GOLAN, AND NOW LEBANON. NONETHELESS, IMPORTANT THING 
IS PRESSURE EXERTED IN EASIEST FORM, FACILITATING 
ACCEPTANCE BY ISRAEL. 
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4. IN CONCULUSION, HARB NOTES THAT PRESSURE ON ISRAEL 
COMES AT SAME TIME US HAS MADE IT CLEAR IT WOULD NOT 
CUT MILITARY OR ECONOMIC AID; ON THE CONTRARY, U.S. 

HAS TIED AID SUPPLY TO ISRAELI CONCESSIONS. U.S. DEEP 
INVOLVEMENT IN PEACE PROCESS MAY PERHAPS LEAD TO DEFENSE 
TREATY BETWEEN U.S. AND ISRAEL IF THIS SEEN AS SECURING 
COMPREHENSIVE PEACE. HARB SAYS IT DIFFICULT TO SEE U.S. 

MAKING SUCH AGREEMENT IN RETURN FOR A PARTIAL OR LIMITED 
PEACE. THE WRITER CONCLUDES BY ASKING "IS THE ARAB 
SIDE READY FOR THIS?" EILTS 
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